
“St. Christopher's Episcopal Church, a welcoming, spiritual community, living, acting and witnessing our love for God." 

 

Calendar 

Sunday, June 18    

 Eucharist, 9 a.m. 

 Coffee and Conversation, after 9 a,m. service 

Monday, June 19 

 Monday Morning Yoga, 9-10. 

Tuesday, June 20 

 Bible Study for Everyone, 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 

 Al-Anon, 5:30 p.m. 

Thursday, June 22   

 No evening Eucharist/Bible Study 

Saturday, June 24 

 Family Service/Eucharist, 4 p.m. 

(Continues through July, and restarts in the fall.) 

Sunday, June 25  

 Eucharist, 9 a.m. 

 Coffee and Conversation, following Eucharist 
 

Reminder that we will have only one Sunday 

service starting this Sunday at 9 am.  The Saturday 

4 pm service continue through July, but not August. 
 

Sharing the Joys and Burdens  

of a Common Life in Christ 

At the Bishop’s Committee meeting on Monday 

evening, I read a passage from Matthew 11:28-30 

for our reflection: 
28 “Come to me, all you that are weary and 

are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 

rest.  

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 

for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls.  

30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 

light.” 

One by one, people reflected on what this meant 

to them.  ‘No need to do heavy lifting by myself.’  

‘Oh, right:  Jesus is there to help with the burdens of 

life—how often I forget!’ ‘How comforting to 

remember that He is with me through the difficult 

times of life.’  And then Brother David said, ‘I think 

it’s about the exchange of burden.’  I had never 

thought about this passage from that perspective.  

He explained that while Jesus offers to be yoked, 

united with us to lighten a burden, Jesus doesn’t 

promise that we will not encounter burdens 

throughout life.  How true that is!  We exchange 

with him a promise: ‘Jesus will lighten my burden 

when I share it with Him and in exchange, I will 

promise to carry part of the burden that is mine to 

bear on His behalf.’ 

This is what discipleship is all about.  It is filled 

with the joy and love of following Jesus, and there 

are times when a certain task or word falls to us as a 

responsibility or burden given by God.  Rather than 

shirk that responsibility, we are asked to bear it with 

the grace of our Lord right along with us.    

In gratitude for the faithfulness of the people at 

St. Christopher’s, Hannah+ 

 

 
We had wonderful attendance at last 

Sunday’s Coffee and Conversation session.  
Thank you all for being present and participating in 

this ongoing opportunity for transparent and honest 

conversation that strengthens the church and will 

ensure a good beginning for your new priest. 

The conversation began with naming the gifts of 

St. Christopher’s Church—and there are many! 

• We are a welcoming, hospitable community. 

• Music program 

• Key leaders are in place and there are many 

other people to help 

•  Card Ministry 
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Practice gratitude. Encounter the Lord each day. Be present to others. Resist overwork. Nurture friendships. Give more. Make a 

difference in your parish community. Consider living more simply. Get healthy. Don't give up. Turn to the Lord. 
 

• Rhythms of Grace Ministry 

 Opportunities for adult formation:  

Examples are EFM, Bible Study, Spiritual Direction 

and the Healing Ministry 

• Baptismal Preparation and Welcoming Plan 

• Our doors are open to other groups who 

meet in our church. 

• Our institutional memory is strong and 

spirited!  From the past into the present and 

dreaming into the future, we have many stories to 

tell about resilience and faith. 

• Commitment to mission beyond the parish  

 

We then shifted our focus to the Gospel Life 

Cycle, developed by the Rev. Eric Law (Founder of 

Kaleidoscope Institute in the Diocese of LA).  The 

premise of Eric’s work is this:  We who have been 

baptized into the life, death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ experience the pattern of his life as 

individuals and communities.  As people of faith we 

believe that when we experience loss, trauma or a 

place of powerlessness, it is not without hope.  Our 

Lord promises to be with us in our darkest times to 

heal, breathe hope and give us the grace to move 

into a new beginning.  Even in our physical dying, 

we are promised resurrected and eternal life. 

If you open the attachment of the Gospel Life 

Cycle, you’ll see that I’ve marked + at certain 

places on the cycle. When asked, ‘Where is St. 

Christopher’s right now?’, people gave feedback 

and identified these areas of development. Some see 

the church in a position of learning to listen to one 

another. Others believe that St. Christopher’s is 

located in the cycle at a point of crucifixion, loss 

and powerlessness. Still others at the meeting 

believe there is growing faithfulness and endurance, 

even a new voice that is starting to emerge through 

this rocky time. We’ll continue to explore together 

how the Gospel Life Cycle can inform and 

encourage all of us. 

Our final piece of conversation together focused 

on the financial situation of the church.  Pledging 

has decreased significantly since January.  This 

raises concerns about the ability of the church to 

provide compensation for a new priest.   Projections 

for a 2018 budget (with four scenarios of pledge 

totals) were shared and discussed.   At the request 

of those present on Sunday, Bishop Rob, as Rector 

of St. Christopher’s, has written a letter to the 

church members addressing this critical need.  (The 

proposed 2018 budget and the Bishop’s letter are 

attached as documents to this edition of Signpost.)  

We’ll continue our discussion about finances and 

introduce a working plan for summer projects this 

coming Sunday, June 18 following the 9:00 service.  

I look forward to a lively meeting!  Peace,  Hannah+   
 

Prayers of the People 

Prayers for Dave Darrah’s nephew Peter who has 

been diagnosed with cancer and will be going through 

various treatments for the foreseeable future. Please 

pray for Elaine, a friend of Danielle LeClair; for Deb; 

for the Ritzer Family; for Anne Darrah’s cousin, Eva 

Brown; for the Steinhoff Family; for Zach; for 

Judy McCabe; for Roy Jeffrey; Liz Naters-

Gamarra and Carmen, Miriam’s daughter and 

mother; for Miriam; Ann Donovan; Kate; Brayden; 

Matty; Ian; for Cheryl; for Ryan; for Jacqueline; 

for Natalie’s brother Lorin and for George Gallo, 

Jr.; for Mark and Ingrid’s son Eric who with God's 

grace has been found and is in good care at a 

Salvation Army facility in Texas, getting medical 

care, nourishment, and help in the many ways that he 

needs.  
 

Serving in the Military: Please pray for Del’s 

cousins, Daniel, Matthew and Sandra, for Paul.  
 

Parish Cycle of Prayer: Laura Jendrick; Jacquie, 

Erin, Madeleine and Hannah Keeves; David and 

Lisa Keith; Diane and Christian Kolbe 
 

Attendance 

6/8, Thursday, 7 

6/10, Saturday, 5 

6/11, Sunday, 8 a.m., 24; 10:15 a.m.      . 
 

Hannah Anderson may be reached at (c) 630-724-

1558, or via email at handerson@nhepiscopal.org. She 

will be in the church office on Monday and Thursday 

afternoons, from 1 to 8:30 P.M



Practice gratitude. Encounter the Lord each day. Be present to others. Resist overwork. Nurture friendships. Give more. Make a 

difference in your parish community. Consider living more simply. Get healthy. Don't give up. Turn to the Lord. 
 

 


